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CHAPTER ELEVEN

ANIMALS AND FOWL

ARTICLE 1 — General Regulations
11.0101  Cruelty — Penalty

No person may cruelly treat any animal in the City. Any person who beats, underfeeds, overloads or
abandons any animal shall be deemed guilty of an offense for which the maximum penalty shall be a fine of five
hundred dollars ($500), thirty (30) day imprisonment, or both such fine and imprisonment.

11.0102 Dangerous or Vicious Animals

It is unlawful to keep or harbor within the City any dangerous or vicious animal, or to permit any
dangerous or vicious animal of any kind to run at large within the City. Exhibitions or parades of wild animals may
be conducted only upon securing a permit under Article 7, Chapter 8 of this ordinance.

11.0103 Permit — When Issued

The Chief of Police shall have discretion as to whether or not to issue a permit pursuant to Section 11.0102.
If the Chief of Police shall refuse to issue a permit, the decision may be appealed to the City governing body. No
permit shall be issued without first obtaining a description of the animal, the name of the owner or person in charge,
the purpose for which the animal is kept, and such other pertinent information as the Chief of Police may determine,
Any dangerous animal kept or allowed to run at large without the owner or keeper having first obtained a permit in
compliance with this section is hereby declared a nuisance and the owner or keeper is guilty of a violation of this
article.

11.0104 Killing Dangerous Animals

The members of the Police Department or any elected City officials are authorized to kill any dangerous
animals of any kind when it is necessary for the protection of any person or property.

11.0105 Diseased Animals

No domestic animal afflicted with a contagious or infectious disease shall be allowed to run at large, or to
be exposed in any public place whereby the health of man or beast may be affected; nor shall such diseased animal
be shipped or removed from the premises of the owner thereof, except under the supervision of the Southwest
District Health Unit or a licensed veterinarian.

The owner of any animal which has contracted rabies, and exposed to the same, suspected of having rabies,
or bitten any person, shall upon demand of the city, surrender the animal to the city to be held in quarantine for
observation for a period determined by the city. If, upon examination, any animal is found to be infected with
rabies, the animal shall be disposed of as directed by the city.

No person shall knowingly keep or harbor any animal infected with rabies, or any other contagious disease,
or any dog or cat known to have been bitten by any animal, nor fail to report to the city the existence of any animal
which he knows to be so infected or exposed to infection. It is hereby made the duty of the Southwest District
Health Unit or a licensed veterinarian to secure such disposition of any diseased animal and such treatment of
affected premises as to prevent the communication and spread of the contagion or infection, except in cases where
the state Department of Health is empowered to act.
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11.0106 Housing
No person shall cause or allow any stable or place where any animal is or may be kept to be unclean.
11.0107 Keeping of Certain Animals Prohibited

It is unlawful to keep any live sheep, swine or pigs, cattle, chickens or other poultry, goats, or rabbits in the
City. This section shall not apply to any person, partnership or corporation keeping or handling such animals under
consignment in the course of regular business or to a licensed livestock auction market.

11.0108 Strays

It is unlawful to permit any cattle, horses, sheep, swine, goats or poultry to run at large in the City; and any
such animal running at large in any public place in the City shall be impounded. It is also unlawful to picket or tie
any such animal in any of the streets of the City for the purpose of grazing or feeding.

11.0109 Noises

It is unlawful to harbor or keep any animal which habitually disturbs the peace by loud noises at any time
of the day or night.

11.0110  Penalty

Any person who violates the provisions of this article for which a specific penalty is not otherwise provided
shall be guilty of an infraction for which the maximum penalty is a fine of five hundred dollars ($500). The owner
of any animal impounded pursuant to the provisions of this article shall pay all costs and charges assessed for such
impoundment before such animal may be released to the owner.

ARTICLE 2 — Dogs and Cats

11.0201 License Required

No dog or cat over six (6) month of age shall be permitted to be or remain in the City without being
licensed as provided in this Article. It shall be the duty of the owner or keeper of any dog or cat kept within the City
to have the dog or cat inoculated against rabies and proof thereof must be shown to the person issuing the license
before a license may be issued.

11.0202 Licensing Procedure and Terms

All dogs and cats shall be registered as to sex, breed, name and addressees of owner and name of dog.
Licenses shall be issued by the Chief of Police or other authorized person on an annual basis. The person paying the
license fee shall receive a receipt therefore and a license tag with which to mark the animal. It shall be the duty of
the owner or keeper to cause such license tag to be securely attached around the animal’s neck and kept there at all
times during the license period.

11.0203 License Fee

The license fee shall be specified in the “Resolution Establishing City Service Charges” at the end of
Chapter 7 of this ordinance. The owner of any spayed female dog shall present to the City Auditor a letter or
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certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian to the effect that such dog has been spayed or such other evidence as the
license issuer may require.

11.0204 License: When Due and Payable

The license fees or renewal fees previously provided for shall become due and payable on the 1 day of
January in each year and shall become delinquent on the 1% day of May in each.

11.0205 Dog or Cat Running at Large Prohibited

It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog or cat to permit the same to run at large in the City
at any time. A dog or cat shall not be considered running at large if attended and on a leash or when in the confines
of the owner’s or keeper’s premises.

The person in control of said animal shall be responsible for the immediate clean-up of all deposits of body
waste of any nature upon public or private property. The offense of non-clean-up shall be subject to the penalties
provided for in this ordinance, plus any reasonable reimbursement of said damages to the property owner.

11.0206 Disposition of Unlawful Dogs or Cats

Any unlicensed dog or cat or any dog or cat running at large may be taken up by any police officer and
impounded at the local veterinarian’s office, or such other place as may be designated by the governing body. The
dog or cat shall not be released to any person until such dog or cat is licensed (if unlicensed), a fee of fifteen dollars
($15.00) for the first offense, twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the second offense occurring within a twelve month
period, and fifty dollars ($50.00) for each offense over two within a twelve month period is paid for the taking of
each animal, and all pound charges are paid directly to the facility where the dog or cat is housed.

11.0207 Disposition of Unclaimed Dogs or Cats

The owner or keeper shall be notified of the taking of the dog or cat within a reasonable amount of time. If
the owner or keeper fails to pay the charges (including license if necessary) and claim the animal within seven (7)
days of notification the animal may be given away to any person who will permanently remove the animal from the
city or who is willing to register and license the animal or the dog or cat may be destroyed or disposed of in such
manner as the person in charge of the pound may determine. If the owner or keeper is unknown, public notice of the
taking of the animal shall be posted at City Hall for seven (7) days before the dog or cat is given away to any person
who will permanently remove the animal from the city or who is willing to register and license the animal, or the
dog or cat may be destroyed or disposed of in such manner as the person in charge of the pound may determine.

11.0208 Return to Owner if Known

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 11.0206, if a dog or cat is found at large and its owner can be
identified and located, such dog or cat need not be impounded but may, instead, be taken to the owner. In such case
the policeman or other officer may proceed against the owner or keeper for violation of this article.

11.0209 Noisy Dog or Cat Prohibited

It shall be unlawful to keep or harbor within the City any dog or cat that disturbs the peace by habitually

howling, barking, whining, meowing or making other disagreeable noise. Any person wishing to file a complaint
shall be required to give his name and address and sign a complaint.
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11.0210 Vicious Dog - Keeping Prohibited

Whenever any person makes a complaint in writing and verified under oath before the municipal judge that
any person is keeping, harboring or sheltering a vicious dog within the city limits, the judge shall issue a warrant of
arrest or a summons directed to the owner of the dog, who shall be brought to appear before the judge for trial upon
such charges. If the person accused is found guilty, the judge, in addition to other penalties provided herein, shall
issue an order directing the owner to forthwith surrender the dog to the city, and failure to do so constitutes a
violation of this code. In the event the owner fails to surrender the dog, the dog shall be seized by the warden or
other officer. Whether the dog is surrendered or seized, the dog shall be impounded in the city dog pound for a
period of ten (10) days, at the end of which time the owner of the dog may, if he chooses, and the dog is found not to
be rabid, make arrangements to permanently remove the dog from the city. If he fails to do so within such time, the
dog may be destroyed, at the owner's expense, by the city, or given to any person who will permanently remove the
dog from the city.

11.0211 Nuisance — When

1. Any dog is hereby declared a public nuisance within the city which shall:
a. Snap at, attack, or chase any person or vehicle;
b. By loud and frequent yelping, barking or howling, frightens or annoy any person;
c. Have bitten any person within the city while the person bitten was not at the time of the biting

trespassing on the property of the owner or keeper of the dog or doing damage or injury to the
person or property of such owner or keeper;

d. If a female dog is in heat and not continuously confined indoors by its owner;
€ Destroy any property not the property of the owner or keeper;
£ Not have been inoculated against rabies, if over six (6) months of age;
g. Not having a collar and license tag as required by this article.
h. Run at large upon any of the streets, alleys, parks, public ways, school grounds or private
premises of any person other than the keeper of the animal within the city.
2. Any person who owns or keeps and permits to run loose at any time within the city, an animal

declared to be a public nuisance in this ordinance, and who shall fail, neglect or refuse to abate the
nuisance by destroying the animal, or removing the animal from the city, or by permanently
confining the animal, whichever shall be necessary to the abatement of such nuisance within six (6)
hours after notice to do so, shall be deemed guilty of maintaining a public nuisance.

3. Whenever the animal warden or any officer shall find an animal, whether licensed or unlicensed,
declared a nuisance under the provision of this ordinance, the officer shall issue to the owner or
keeper of the animal a citation containing a notice to answer to the charge or violation of this
ordinance alleged in the citation in the municipal court at a time designated by the officer after the
alleged violation. Upon filing of the original citation in the municipal court, the citation may be
disposed of by official action of the municipal judge.
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11.0212  Penalty
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of an infraction and be fined not to exceed

one thousand dollars ($1,000). Each day any violation of this ordinance shall continue, shall constitute a separate
offense.

11.0213  Validity
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid

or unconstitutional by decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of
any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof.
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