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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-17

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER TWELVE, ARTICLE 5 OF THE CITY OF DUNN
CENTER PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCES RELATING TO NOXIOUS WEEDS AND
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DUNN CENTER, NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance amendment is to clarify nuisance vegetation and unkept
property maintenance requirements, establish enforcement procedures, and authorize the
assessment of unpaid abatement costs against the property.

SECTION 2. ARTICLE 5 AMENDED
Article 5 of Chapter Twelve shall be amended and renamed as follows:
ARTICLE 5 - NOXIOUS WEEDS AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

12.0501 Definitions

For purposes of this Article, “noxious weeds” and nuisance vegetation shall include:
o Grass, weeds, or uncontrolled vegetation exceeding eight (8) inches in height;
o Canadathistle, leafy spurge, and other state-recognized noxious weeds;
o Dead vegetation, brush, or overgrowth creating a fire, safety, or health hazard;

o Accumulations of debris, garbage, refuse, junk, or similar materials contributing to
an unkept property condition.

12.0502 Property Maintenance Required

No owner, occupant, or agent of any property within the City shall allow nuisance
vegetation, weeds, grass, or unkept property conditions to remain upon:

e Any lot, tract, parcel, or property within City limits; or
o Any boulevard, alley, or adjacent right-of-way area abutting the property.
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12.0503 Notice to Correct

When the City determines a violation exists, written notice shall be provided to the.prope;
owner, occupant, or agent.

Notice may be served by:
¢ Regular mail;
e Certified mail;
e Posting upon the property; or
o Any other method reasonably calculated to provide notice.

The notice shall provide a minimum of five (5) days to correct the violation unless an
emergency condition exists affecting public health or safety.

The notice shall state that failure to comply may result in:

o The City entering the property to perform abatement;

o Costs being billed to the property owner; and

o Unpaid charges being assessed against the property taxes or special assessments.
12.0504 Action Upon Non-Compliance
If the violation is not corrected within the notice period, the City may:

e Enterupon the property;

o Mow, cut, remove, clean, or otherwise abate the nuisance condition; and

o Utilize City employees, equipment, or outside contractors to complete the work.

The City may document the violation and abatement through photographs, invoices, labor
records, equipment usage, and related documentation.

12.0505 Costs Assessed to Property

Properties requiring excessive labor, equipment usage, debris removal, brush clearing, or
multiple abatements may be billed using the adopted hourly labor and equipment rates in
addition to minimum nuisance abatement charges referenced in Resolution 2026-17.

If unpaid, the costs may be certified to the Dunn County Auditor and assessed against the
property as a special assessment or added to the property tax statement in accordance
with North Dakota law.



12.0506 Repeat Violations

Multiple violations occurring upon the same property within a twelve (12) month period
may be subject to additional enforcement action, penalties, or administrative fees as
permitted by law.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or portion of this ordinance is declared invalid
or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon final passage and publication
according to law.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Dunn Center, North Dakota this
11™ day of June, 2026.

FIRST READING: 5/28/26
SECOND READING: 6/11/26

Shasta Blackford

Shasta Blackford (Jun 16, 2026 14:33:11 MDT)

Shasta Blackford
Mayor

ATTEST:

Rayden Pavlicof

Kayden Pavlicek
City Auditor
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