
Dunn Center City Council Special Meeting Thursday March 27th, 2025. Mayor Larry 
Pavlenko called the meeting to order at 6 PM. The members present were Jeremiah Ewer, 
Daniel Binek, Shasta Blackford, and Colton Medley. Also present was Suzi Tuhy, Cory 
Ravnaas, and Leo Piatz. 

Shasta Blackford moved to set and approve the agenda/consent agenda. Colton Medley 
2nd. All Ayes. M/c.  

New Business: 

Cory Ravnaas reviewed bid opening from last meeting and let council know that BEK 
Consulting, LLC was the lowest bid. BEK would like to get the project done this year and 
would like to know how serious the council is about getting it all done this year. Lonnie Kern 
of BEK Consulting, LLC arrives. Cory lets the council know that if they do decide to go with 
BEK Consulting, LLC that would give Cory the right to sign off on all plans and make sure 
the process keeps going smoothly.  

Cory says that there are two outside parties that need to be involved. One being the church 
and the other being the museum. When Cory first started talking to church, he said the 
project would cost them about $80,000. Cory ran out of time to go back to them and 
discussed where he was at with the plans before going to the bidding process. And the bids 
came back at $130,000. Which put $50,000 over what was discussed. There is some alley 
work on the west side of the church that ties into the Charpentier property that Cory feels 
the church shouldn’t be responsible for. Colton Medley doesn’t see a problem in helping 
the church out and has the city take responsibility for the alley. Cory says that the city will 
have to make an agreement with the church. Cory would like to eliminate $12,000 in cost 
by not fabricating the parking lot. Cory wants an agreement between the church and the 
city for the cost estimate. Shasta Blackford suggests that the city covers everything and 
then the church will pay the city for whatever that it can cover. Lonnie suggests that they 
award the contract and subtract the $130,000 in its entirety and then change order back 
into the contract so that it would be fine with him if the city does that. Larry asks if the 
museum is going to want to do the same thing. Cory says he hasn’t given them the answer 
yet and quoted them $60,000. It would cost approximately $8,000 for water and sewer 
services for each lot they have. The museum has ten lots and needs to decide on whether 
they want all of them done or just six of them. Cory says the way the contract is set up that 
they can award the contract as is or can award a smaller number and add back. Shasta 
suggests keeping it simple and awarding the contract as it is and then having the church 
pay back the city as the project goes along. Shasta Blackford made a motion to direct the 
city engineer’s notice of the award as detailed in the contract letter submitted to the city. 
Jeremiah Ewer 2nd. Discussion from Colton asks Cory if the city pays for the church and 



museum and they are supposed to pay the city back. What keeps them from saying that 
they aren’t going to pay the money back? Cory says there would be a contract saying that 
they would be paying the money back. Larry Pavlenko asks where Northern is going to set 
up, Lonnie says he is unsure. Vote continues. All Ayes. M/c.  

Larry Pavlenko says we need an agreement made with the museum for a lay down yard on 
museum property. Cory wants a letter sent out to city residents with what the plans will 
consist of.  

BEK Consulting, LLC gets the bid. 

Larry Pavlenko asks Loren Dewhirst if he would be willing to help out with reading meters 
and training new employee while Greg Hals is on vacation from April 7th-April 16th? Loren 
says he will help while Greg is gone. Larry Pavlenko wants to know when we will quit 
accepting applications for new maintenance hire and who will be conducting the 
interviews and what the new hire will be paid. Council discusses the applications will stop 
being accepted by April 30th. The interviews will be held the week of the May meeting. Hiring 
committee will be Shasta Blackford, Jeremiah Ewer, and Chantel Morris. Shasta Blackford 
motions that application deadline will be April 30th, the interviews held the week of the May 
meeting, and hiring committee will be Shasta Blackford, Jeremiah Ewer, and Chantel 
Morris. Daniel Binek 2nd. Discussion from Colton Medley, that Shasta make the fliers for job 
advertisement and it mass produced. Vote continues. All Ayes. M/c. 

The city will be holding an appreciation party for Loren Dewhirst at the DC Pub & Grub on 
April 5th. Shasta Blackford motions to get a cake for Lorens party and present him with a 
thank you gift, and for the event to be held at the DC Pub & Grub on April 5th from 4 PM to 6 
PM and the council donate for bar tab so that the city isn’t responsible for the cost. 
Jeremiah Ewer 2nd. All Ayes. M/c. 

To repair the cemetery pillars would cost $8,500 for colored cement and $10,000 for brick. 
Colton asks Daniel that when he says color is it stamped? Larry asks if contractor is aware 
that there will need to be eye hooks in order to hang the gates. Daniel says contractor is 
aware. Colton asks Daniel if the contractor is going to hang the gates and plaques also, 
Daniel says yes he will. Leo Piatz asks if they will make it wider? It is currently 10’ wide. 
Colton wants to know if we should expand to 12’. Suzie Tuhy says that the current look is 
preferred but realizes that that may not be possible. Larry says that council needs to make 
motion about pillars before discussing any other improvements. Shasta Blackford makes 
motion to purchase cement pillars for $8,500 with the color and the gates and the plaques 
to be put on it. Colton Medley 2nd. All Ayes. M/c. 



Larry asks Colton if when the pillars are done will the sign also be done. Colton informs 
council that as soon as the pillars are done that the sign would be done within the same 
week. Larry asks Colton to make something in writing. Shasta asks what will be done with 
the existing bricks of the existing pillars. Larry suggests to save what can be saved.  

Mayor Larry Pavlenko adjourned the meeting.  

Next council meeting will be held on May 8th, 2025. 

These minutes may be published subject to the governing bodies reviews and revisions. 
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