S, ity of Dunn Center

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-18

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE USE OF UNMUFFLED COMPRESSION BRAKES
WITHIN DESIGNATED AREAS OF THE CITY OF DUNN CENTER, NORTH DAKOTA

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DUNN CENTER, DUNN COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The City of Dunn Center finds that the use of compression release engine braking devices,
commonly referred to as “Jake Brakes” or “compression brakes,” creates excessive noise
which may disturb residents and negatively impact the public health, safety, and welfare of
the community.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this Ordinance:

“Compression Brakes” means the use of an engine retarding device designed to slow or
decelerate a motor vehicle by compression of the engine. Compression brakes are also
commonly referred to as “Jake Brakes” or “exhaust brakes.”

SECTION 3. PROHIBITED USE

No person shall use or operate compression brakes or engine retarding devices upon any
public roadway within the designated posted areas of the City of Dunn Center described as
follows:

1. Along North Dakota Highway 200 within the corporate limits of the City of Dunn
Center;

2. Along 98th Avenue SW approaching and intersecting Highway 200 within the posted
municipal boundary area;

3. Along 4th Street SW within the posted municipal boundary area;

4. Along Central Avenue South approaching Highway 200 within the posted municipal
boundary area;
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5. Including all areas marked by official “Compression Brakes Prohibited,” “No Jake
Brake,” or similar authorized sighage installed by or with approval from the North
Dakota Department of Transportation and/or Dunn County.

SECTION 4. EXCEPTIONS
This Ordinance shall not apply:

a. In situations where the use of compression braking is necessary for the protection of
persons or property in an emergency situation;

b. To authorized emergency vehicles, including fire, law enforcement, ambulance, and
public safety vehicles responding to emergencies.

SECTION 5. PENALTY

Any person violating this Ordinance shall be guilty of an infraction and subject to a fine not
to exceed $50.00 per occurrence, unless otherwise provided by North Dakota law.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage, approval, publication, and
installation of authorized signage.
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