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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-3

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER VIl OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF 1986,
ARTICLE 1, INCLUDING SECTION 8.0104 AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 19 (1988)
AND ORDINANCE NO. 22 (1989), AND SECTION 8.0109 AS ADOPTED/AMENDED BY
ORDINANCE NO. 33 (1997), RELATING TO STRAYS, ANIMALS, FOWL, AND FERAL CATS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DUNN CENTER, NORTH
DAKOTA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendment of Section 8.0104
That Section 8.0104 of Chapter VIII, Article 1 is hereby amended to read as follows:
8.0104 STRAYS; RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED.

It shall be unlawful to permit any cattle, horses, sheep, swine, goats, poultry, fowl, cats,
or other domestic animals to run at large in the City. Any such animal or fowl running at
large in any public place in the City may be captured and/or impounded in accordance
with Section 8.0109.

It shall further be unlawful to picket or tie any such animal or fowl in any of the streets of
the City or upon public property for the purpose of grazing or feeding.

Section 2. Amendment of Section 8.0109
That Section 8.0109 of Chapter VIII, Article 1 is hereby amended to read as follows:
8.0109 STRAYS (OTHER ANIMALS); CAPTURE; DISPOSITION; FERAL CATS.

A. Authority to Capture / Trap. The City Auditor, City Maintenance Department, or other
authorized official(s) (or their designee) are authorized to live trap, capture, confine,
transport, transfer, or otherwise take into custody any animal or fowl found running at large
within the City. '

B. No City Holding Facility. The City of Dunn Center does not maintain an animal pound or
holding facility. Therefore, animals and fowl may be temporarily confined only when




practicable and when a humane and safe location is available. No minimum holdin ’
period is guaranteed.

under this Chapter may be transferred without delay to any of the following when available:
1. a participating farm outside City limits;
2. arescue, foster, or caretaker;
3. aveterinarian;
4. ananimal shelter or animal control service;
5. another municipality; or
6. any otherresponsible person or entity willing and able to accept custody.

D. Owner Reclaim. If an owner/keeper is identified and the animal or fowl is still available,
such owner/keeper may reclaim the animal or fowl upon payment of all applicable fees and
costs as established by resolution. Reclaim is not guaranteed if the animal/fowl has
already been lawfully transferred or disposed of.

E. Feral Cats. Feral cats may be live trapped and relocated/placed outside City limits,
including placement with participating farms or caretakers as part of a City feral cat
management program.

F. Humane Euthanasia as Last Resort. When placement, transfer, or relocation is not
available or feasible, and when necessary for public health and safety, the City may
authorize humane euthanasia of an animal, fowl, or feral cat consistent with North Dakota
law and accepted humane practices. Euthanasia shall be considered a last resort.

G. Fees / Costs. The City Council may establish by resolution reasonable fees relating to
capture, transport, and disposition of animals, fowl, and feral cats. Owners/keepers shall
be responsible for costs incurred due to enforcement related to their animal(s) or fowl.

H. Good Faith Authority / Liability. City officials, employees, and authorized agents acting
ingood faith underthis Chapter shall not be personally liable for actions taken to capture,
trap, transpotrt, transfer, relocate, or dispose of animals, fowl,-or feral cats pursuant to this
Chapter.




Section 3. Repeal of Ordinances in Conflict

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 4. Severability

If any section of this ordinance is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
invalidity shall extend only to the section affected, and all other sections of this ordinance
shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 5. Effective Date

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after final passage and
publication as required by law.

Passed and adopted this \Q\/day of ?wwa , 2026.

CITY OF DUNN CENTER, NORTH DAKOTA

. _Shasta Blackford

B «__Shasta Blackford (Feb 24, 2026 10.08:06 MST)

Shasta Blackford
Mayor, City of Dunn Center

ATTEST:

oy %VM olliede

Kayden Pavlicek
City Auditor

First Reading: 1/27/26
Second Reading:2/12/26
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